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411 March 24, 1899 

3. The traffic of Tampico with all ports has increased greatly during 
the past twenty years, equally with affected as unaffected ports. 

4. Officially there has been no yellow fever in Tampico since the 
epidemic of 1879, when about 25 per cent of the population died, until 
1898, when from July 23 to November 20, 298 deaths from yellow fever 
were officially recorded. 

Every year, however, after the rains begin there is great sickness and 
death from calentura perniciosa or pernicious malaria, which is very 
similar in its symptoms to yellow fever, only more fatal. 

Note. — No one point in the river is less subject to yellow fever than 
another. 

There is neither sewer system nor waterworks, and no determined 
effort being made to get them. 

Prevailing wind is from southeast in summer. 

As tide rises but 12 to 18 inches, the water in the lagunas, which 
surround the city, is practically stagnant ; some of them become nearly 
dry after long period without rain. 

There was no expense incurred in getting the map or preparing 
report. 

Eespectfully, yours, Sam'l E. Magiix, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

turkey. 
Sanitary report from Constantinople — Plague at Djiddah. 

[Report No. 211.] 

Constantinople. February 27, 1899. 

Sir : Immediately after forwarding my report, No. 210, 1 received an 
invitation to an extra session of the International Sanitary Commission. 
In the above-mentioned report I reported the plague death which 
occurred in Djiddah on the 23d instant. A second plague death 
occurred on the 24th in the same town. Animal inoculations of the 
plague bacilli culture have given satisfactory results. The second death, 
according to the dispatch of Dr. Xanthopoulidis, has also been ascer- 
tained bacteriologically. It was in the person of an Indian woman, 
whose house is in the same quarter in which the first death occurred. 

On the 25th a third plague death occurred in the person of a porter 
from Yemen, whose house was in the same quarter. The importance of 
the outbreak of plague epidemic in Djiddah depends upon the fact that, 
at the present moment, the Moslem pilgrims proceeding to the holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina for the fetes of Bairam land at Djiddah, 
where the population increases rapidly. According to official news, 
more than 14,000 pilgrims have already landed in said town. Accord- 
ing to the telegram announcing the third plague death as above, it is 
stated that 500 Javanese pilgrims have landed at Djiddah. Said out- 
break of plague in the latter city is the third manifestation of the epi- 
demic since the pilgrimage of 1896. It is well ascertained that it was 
not imported by the pilgrims who passed through the lazaretto of 
Camaran, where they undergo ten days' quarantine, but it was imported 
by sanitary smuggling. 

Measures taken for checking the epidemic. — The sanitary steps taken in 
order to check the spread of plague in Djiddah, in the last two epidemics 
have not given any good result though said measures were qualified as 
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stringent. Last year after the pilgrims evacuated the Hedjaz the Inter- 
national Sanitary Commission considered the question of disinfecting 
and rendering hygienic the city of Djiddah. At that time I proposed 
to disinfect thoroughly and without exception all the houses and dwell- 
ings of said city. It was decided to disinfect only the houses where 
plague cases or plague deaths had occurred. These measures, unhappily, 
have not proved successful. 

At the extra session of the Superior Council of Health called to con- 
sider the present outbreak of the plague, the same measures were 
decided upon. I forward a French copy of said decision. During the 
discussion I ventured to say that said measures are not sufficient. 
Eadical measures must be taken — among these the most effective and 
successful is burning. Dr. Xanthopoulidis, the sanitary inspector at 
Djiddah, wires under date February 25, "Infected house closed by 
authority." I do not suppose that by closing the houses where bubonic 
plague cases are observed the epidemic will be stifled or checked. 
Many plague cases are concealed and the authorities kndw of only a 
few. It is to be hoped that the plague epidemic will not spread to 
Mecca and Medina. 

Spiridion Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

3feasures to be pat in force in ease of the appearance of plague at Djiddah. 

[Translated in this Bureau from official copy.] 
[Inclosure.] 

Constantinople, February 25, 1899. 

1. The city of Djiddah, together with the villages in the immediate vicinity, shall be 
placed under cordon. 

2. Contaminated houses shall be isolated by a cordon and the effects of plague patients 
shall be burned. Plague patients shall be supplied with water from the cistern tug 
Tulal. In addition, all the measures promulgated last year shall be put in force. 

3. Pilgrims present at the time in Djiddah shall be conveyed to Abou-Saad until 
further notice. 

4. All departures of pilgrims or passengers from Djiddah for Mecca shall be pro- 
hibited until the construction of barracks outside of Mecca, where said pilgrims or 
passengers shall pass the time of quarantine. 

5. Pilgrims arriving at Djiddah shall be detained on board the vessels on which they 
arrive, until a landing place be designated by the Government, and approved by the 
council. 

6. Maritime arrivals from Djiddah shall be subject to ten days' quarantine. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Germany— Glauchau.— Month of January, 1899. Estimated popu- 
lation, 27,000. Total number of deaths, 54, including diphtheria, 1 ; 
scarlet fever, 1, and 4 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Month of February, 1899. Total number of deaths, 47, including 3 
from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Hanover.— Month of January, 1899. Estimated population, 237,290. 
Total number of deaths, 293, including diphtheria, 10 ; enteric fever, 2, 
and 47 from phthisis pulmonalis. 



